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to his "terrible gift of familiarity," his power of
entering into the ways and feelings and common
talk of men of the humblest class. Grey had none
of that terrible gift of familiarity; he could not
talk to people in general, he was cold and austere
among men even of his own class, he was some-
times almost tongue-tied when he had to deal with
unlettered strangers. It stands all the more to his
honour that he fought the great Reform battle so
chivalrously, that he ordered his brave soul to face
the struggle, and that he faced it until success came
in the end. Lord Grey was the last English Minister
who had served on anything like terms of equality
with such men as Pitt, and Fox, and Burke, and
Sheridan. Macaulay says well of him that " those
who had listened to his stately eloquence in the
House of Lords, could all the better understand
what that group of men must have been among
whom he was not the foremost."

